2009 STATE TEAM

Oxford Middle School, Clinton, won the state finals of
the MATHCOUNTS competition held recently in Pearl
at Hinds Community College. Members of the winning
team above are second from left: Taide Ding, Nicholas
Lee, Sam Mossing, Johnee Jo. Sam Watson, (left) Ox-
ford Middle School teacher, was their coach.

2009 NATIONAL TEAM

The top individual scorers from the State MATH-
COUNTS Competition held recently in Pearl at Hinds
Community College represented Mississippi at the na-
tional finals in Orlando, Florida in May. Team mem-
bers are (left to right) Tanvi Rao, Clinton Junior High
School; Benny Zhang, Oak Grove Middle School, Hat-
tiesburg; Huiying Zhang, Armstrong Middle School,
Starkville; Taide Ding, Oxford Middle School and Sam
Watson, Coach, Oxford Middle School.

2009 STATE
MATHCOUNTS
COMPETITION

A team of 7th and 8th grade mathletes from
Oxford Middle School, Oxford, won the state fi-
nals of the MATHCOUNTS contest. Forty-five
students participated in the state competition repre-
senting 22 schools from around the state.

The top individual scorer this year was Benny
Zhang from Armstrong Middle School in Hatties-
burg.

Members of the winning team from Oxford
Middle School included: Taide Ding, Nicholas
Lee, Sam Mossing and Joonhee Jo.

The second and third place teams were Clinton
Junior High School, Clinton and Armstrong Mid-
dle School, Starkville.

The top four individuals from the state contest
represented Mississippi at the national finals in
May in Orlando, Florida. The four team members
are Tanvi Rao, Clinton Junior High School, Clin-
ton; Benny Zhang, Armstrong Middle School, Hat-
tiesburg; Huiying Zhang, Armstrong Middle
School, Starkville; and Taide Ding, Oxford Middle
School, Oxford.

MATHCOUNTS is a combination math coach-
ing and competition program and is designed to
answer the problem of poor math skills among
U.S. students.

State MATHCOUNTS sponsors included Bag-
ley College of Engineering/Mississippi State Uni-
versity, Chem-First/First Mississippi Corporation
Charitable Fund, Professional Engineers in Indus-
try and Private Practice Division of MES, and
South Mississippi Electric Power Association.

National MATHCOUNTS sponsors are 3M
Foundation, CNA Foundation, ConocoPhillips,
General Motors Foundation, Lockheed Martin,
National Society of Professional Engineers, North-
rop Grumman Foundation, Raytheon Company,
and Texas Instruments Incorporated.

Founding Sponsors are: National Society of
Professional Engineers, National Council of
Teachers of Mathematics and CNA Foundation.



